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Rlvers,Seas and Oceans

Nearly three — quarters of the Earth is covered with
water. Water heats up more slowly than land, but once it
has become warm it takes longer to cool down. If the
Earth’ s surface were entirely land, the temperature at
night would fall quite quickly and night would be indeed
much colder than day, as it is on the moon.

Rain comes from the evaporation of rivers, seas and
lakes. On a warm dry day it evaporates very rapidly, as
warm air can absorb more moisture than cold atr. But at
any particular temperature,, the atmosphere can hold only
a certain maximum amount of water vapour.

All over the surface of the Earth, millions of tons of
water are evaporating every second, condensing in the air
into tiny droplets. It is these tiny droplets that Make
clouds. When clouds roll in from the sea over the warmer
land, they are forced to rise and become cooler in the col-
der upper atmosphere. As the air cools down it may pass
through its saturation point and then some of its water

vapour turns to rain. Day in day out, the same water cir-
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make clouds, clouds make rain, rain makes rivers which in

turn run into the sea. This is called the rain cycle.

Whale Hunting

When a whale boat reaches the fishery, all the saiors
keep a watch for whales.l.' One at a time they stand high
up on a mast so as to see a great distance.

Whales breathe air as we do. When they breathe out,
the air mixes with water, and a jet of water is shot up a-
bove the surface of the sea. When the sailor up on the
mast sees one of them, he shouts, “There she blows!” _

Then the boat speeds off toward the whale and tries
to get close to the whale. An exciting moment comes.
When a harpoon is shot, which is a sharp spear with
hooks. As soon as the whale is struck by the harpoon, it
sSWims away as fast as it can. The boat follows at full
speed and again another harpoon is shot.

Very often the whale may turn round and attack the
boat with its strong tail. As a result , the sailors may fire
the harpoon gun. |

At last the whale tires itself out. The boat is brought
close to the whale floating dead on the sea . Now the whal-
ers begin to cut out the blubber for which they have fought
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